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The CENTRstats Global TLD Report is CENTR publication covering status and trends in global top-level domains 
with a focus on European ccTLDs (country code top-level domains). 

CENTR is the association of European country code top-level domain (ccTLD) registries, such as .de for Germany 
or .si for Slovenia. CENTR currently counts 53 full and 9 associate members – together, they are responsible for 
over 80% of all registered domain names worldwide. The objectives of CENTR are to promote and participate 
in the development of high standards and best practices among ccTLD registries. 
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This report provides statistics, trends, and analysis of the global domain name market, with a particular focus 
on European country-code domains (ccTLDs). It is intended as a reliable public resource for tracking 
developments in domain name registrations across top-level domains (TLDs). 
Prepared by the Council of European National Top-Level Domain Registries (CENTR) 

Edition 2025_1 | Published: Sep 2025 

 

GLOBAL MARKET 

GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION 
The global domain landscape consists of an estimated 380 million domains (see below chart 3). The .com 
extension maintains its dominant position with 161 million domains representing 42% of all registrations, 
though it lost nearly 2 million domains over the 12 months to April 2025. European country code domains hold 
20% (77 million) of the global market with minimal change, while other generic top-level domains at 14% (51 
million) adding over 6 million net domains in the reporting period. 

 

Growth 

• Global domain market rebounded, with the top 300 TLDs reaching median growth of 3.6% by 
April 2025, the strongest since 2022. 

• ccTLD performance was mixed: Asia-Pacific (APTLD20) rose to 3.7%, Europe (CENTR30) declined 
to 0.4%, and Latin America (LACTLD15) slipped to 1.9%. 

• The largest gTLD groups strengthened: gTLD300 reached 2.1%, while gTLD100 remained the 
strongest performer at ~7.0% despite easing from a January 2025 peak of 7.8%. 

Volume Distribution 

• Estimated total of 380 million registered domains worldwide 1 

• .com remains dominant with 161 million domains (42% of all registrations) but declined by nearly 
2 million in the 12 months to April 2025. 

• European ccTLDs hold 20% of the global market (77 million domains) with minimal change, while 
other gTLDs account for 14% (51 million) and added over 6 million domains in the reporting 
period. 

Growth rates calculated on 12-month basis (April 2024 to April 2025) 
1 Total domain count based on comprehensive registry data through April 2025 
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GROWTH 
The global domain market has rebounded strongly, with the top 300 TLDs (ccTLDs and gTLDs combined) 
achieving median growth of 3.6% by April 2025, up from 2.2% in mid-2024. This marks the best performance 
since 2022, though trends diverge sharply across regions and TLD categories. 

Asia-Pacific ccTLDs (APTLD20) have shown the clearest acceleration, with median growth more than doubling 
from 1.7% to 3.7% in the year to April 2025. The largest 300 gTLDs (gTLD300) also strengthened, rising from 
0.6% to 2.1%, with most of the momentum concentrated in early 2025. By contrast, European ccTLDs (CENTR30) 
continued to weaken, sliding from 1.1% to 0.4%, while Latin American ccTLDs (LACTLD15) eased to 1.9%. 

The strongest results remain among the largest 100 gTLDs (gTLD100), which recorded median growth near 7.0%, 
well ahead of all other groups, though easing slightly from a January 2025 peak of 7.8%. 
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EUROPEAN ccTLDS 

DOMAIN REGISTRATIONS 
Since our last report, median growth rates have continued their downward trajectory (see below chart 2), with 
CENTR10 moving from positive to negative territory (-0.15%) while CENTR30 growth has stabilised around 
0.45%. The demand balance (creates-to-deletes ratio) has tightened further, moving to 1.05 for CENTR10 and 
1.08 for CENTR30, bringing both groups closer to balance between new registrations and departures. 
Meanwhile, median retention rates have remained stable at 85.4% for CENTR10 and 85.9% for CENTR30, 
indicating that while overall growth has slowed, existing domains continue to renew at consistent levels. 

DOMAIN USAGE 
Analysis of European ccTLD zones showed a near-even split in web usage: 43% of domains contained substantial 
content, 27% had limited content (such as parked or holding pages), and 31% had no functioning web content. 
Domains with substantial content exhibited much higher infrastructure deployment, with 84% having MX 
records and 78% using SSL certificates, compared to only 17% SSL adoption among limited-content domains. 

• Growth patterns diverged among European ccTLDs: the CENTR10 (10 largest ccTLDs in the 
membership) declined to -0.15%, while the broader CENTR30 stabilised to 0.45% 

• Market demand showed concerning weakness, with CENTR10 generating only 1.05 new 
registrations for every deletion and CENTR30 at 1.08. Both ratios approaching the 1.0 equilibrium 
point where creates equal deletes. 

• While new demand weakened considerably, existing domain holders showed loyalty with 
retention rates remaining steady at 85.4% for CENTR10 and 85.9% for CENTR30 

• Web usage across European ccTLDs is distributed as follows: 43% content-rich, 27% limited 
content, and 31% inactive. Content-rich domains are more technically equipped, with 84% 
supporting email (MX records) and 78% secured by SSL. 

• European ccTLD pricing remained stable around €10 whilst .com prices declined, narrowing the 
ccTLD price advantage from 25% to 19%. 

• Renewal premiums average 66% above acquisition prices, reflecting an aggressive customer 
acquisition model relying on post-purchase monetisation. 

CENTR10 represents the 10 largest European ccTLDs by domain count, while CENTR30 covers the broader group of 

30 European country code extensions. Pricing data covers Q4 2024 to Q3 2025 period. 
1 Growth rates and demand balance calculated on 12-month basis 
2 Domain usage data from July 2025 survey of European ccTLDs 
3 Pricing comparisons based on actual customer prices including promotional rates. 
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Among content-rich domains that redirect, approximately 47% resolve within the same ccTLD, with some 
registries reaching up to 71%. 

By contrast, domains with limited or no visible web content, while they may serve legitimate purposes, have 
been shown in previous CENTR research to renew at significantly lower rates. For registries, this segment 
represents a higher business risk, as the likelihood of churn is elevated compared with domains that 
demonstrate substantial web use. It is also possible that a portion of these domains, particularly those held for 
speculative purposes, may face even higher churn risk as the rise of AI alters how people discover and value 
web content, potentially reducing the attractiveness of purely defensive or investment-driven registrations. 

DOMAIN PRICING 
Over the past four quarters to April 2025, European ccTLDs have seen retail pricing stability, with customer 
prices remaining mostly around €10 for initial purchase. This consistency contrasts with .com domains, which 
showed some volatility and an overall downward trend from €12.9 to €12.2. 

The data reveals a concerning trend for ccTLD competitiveness: their price advantage over .com domains has 
eroded from 25% in mid-2024 to 19% by the end of Q2 2025, primarily due to .com price reductions rather than 
ccTLD increases. Whilst ccTLDs still deliver consistent savings over .com, which for many is their largest 
competitor, the narrowing gap suggests that price alone may no longer suffice for competitive differentiation, 
particularly when targeting new businesses. The substantial renewal premiums (averaging 66% increases from 
acquisition to renewal prices) reflect a customer acquisition model that has become increasingly aggressive 
over recent years, with median renewal prices rising substantially before showing signs of stabilisation in the 
latest data. 
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Report by Patrick Myles (Data Analyst | CENTR) 

If you have questions or comments, please contact secretariat@centr.org 

A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T  
This report provides statistics, trends and analysis on the global domain name market with focus on European 
country-code domains (ccTLDs). Our objective with this report is to provide a consistent public resource for 
anyone interested in understanding current trends in domain name registrations under top level domains 
(TLDs). The report is prepared by the Council of European National Top-Level Domain Registries (CENTR). 

S O U R C E S  
Data used in this report sourced from: CENTR, APTLD, LACTLD, ICANN and Zooknic. CENTR would like to thank 
the collaboration in aggregated data exchange between regional ccTLD organisations APTLD and LACTLD. 

N O T E S  A N D  M E T H O D O L O G I E S  
Pricing data: CENTR collects registrar pricing based on the largest registrars of a sample of member ccTLDs. 
Prices are collected manually every quarter. Prices collected are the buy (including any promotion), renewal, 
and transfer prices (if available), noting the currency and whether tax is included or not. 

Registration ratio definitions: Methodologies to the registration ratios used throughout this report can be 
found here. 
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Domain usage: Data is gathered using the CENTR Signs-of-Life crawler. CENTR members provide monthly 
random samples of up to 50K active ccTLD domain names. The Signs-of-Life Crawler is an open-source tool 
managed by CENTR. Its function is to analyse and classify domain usage as well as some DNS parameters. More 
about the Crawler 

T E R M I N O L O G Y  
ccTLD: A Country Code Top-Level Domain (ccTLD) is a two-character top-level domain used and reserved for a 
country or independent territory. Examples include .uk for the United Kingdom or .de for Germany. 

gTLD: A Generic Top-Level Domain (gTLD) is a 3-or-more-character string. Examples 
include .com, .org, .club, .london. 

IDN: An Internationalised Domain Name is a domain that contains at least one label displayed in software 
applications in a language-specific script or alphabet, such as Arabic, Chinese, Cyrillic, Tamil, Hebrew, or the 
Latin alphabet-based characters with diacritics or ligatures (e.g., French). A ccTLD IDN is an IDN at the top level 
– e.g., the ccTLD IDN for the Russian Federation is .PФ, which is the Cyrillic script version of .ru. 

Registrant: The individual or organization that registers a specific domain name. A registrant holds the right to 
use that domain name for a specified period. 

Registry: An internet domain name registry receives domain name information into a centralized database and 
transmits the information in internet zone files so that domain names can be found by users around the world 
via the web and email. 

A B O U T  C E N T R  
CENTR is the association of European country code top-level domain (ccTLD) registries, such as .de for Germany 
or .si for Slovenia. CENTR currently counts 53 full and 9 associate members – together, they are responsible for 
over 80% of all registered domain names worldwide. The objectives of CENTR are to promote and participate 
in the development of high standards and best practices among ccTLD registries. 
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